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Baird, in the assault of Seringapatam.    A more
judicious operation, conducted with more heroic
gallantry and  spirit.,  never was achieved;   and
when  you   recollect   the  decisive  consequences
of the success of that day, effecting* within the
course of two  hours the  entire  destruction of
our most formidable enemy in India, I am per-
suaded you will concur with me in an anxious
solicitude to see the gallant leader of the assail-
ants of Tippoo Sultaun's capital rewarded in a
manner suitable to his  exertions, and  to  their
beneficial effect.    I have made it my particular
business  to  inquire into Major-General Bairci's
circumstances, and I have ascertained that they
are by no means affluent; it would therefore be a
peculiar satisfaction to me if the East India Com-
pany should exercise their known liberality in this
case.    When it is remembered, that in the course
of active and arduous service during- the former
war,, he fell into the hands of Tippoo Sultana, and
suffered a long and cruel imprisonment in the
dungeons of that fortress, which., on the 4th of
May, 1799, submitted to his irresistible valour
and skill, I am persuaded that his claim to public
reward  and  honour will be  deemed peculiarly
interesting  and  powerful.     I  should also hope
that his extraordinary merits on the 4th of May
would induce his Majesty to consider him as a
proper object for the order of the Bath.    I en-
close a letter from Major-General Baird, which